Introduction

Chancellor, had been the striking of an even balance between
the great agricultural and the becoming ever greater industrial
interests. Bismarck had increased the duties on corn in 1885
and again in 1887; General Caprivi, his successor, had weighted
the scales slightly in favour of the industrialists by his com-
mercial policy and the Treaties which he had negotiated in
1891, by which Germany's agricultural duties were lowered
and other countries reduced their duties on industrial products.
The result had been a great increase in the value of Germany's
trade with the treaty countries. Caprivi had recognised the
importance of industry and the fact that Germany had ceased
to be a purely agricultural country. After his departure the
Agrarians desired the abandonment of the Caprivi Treaties,
but Prince Hohenlohe followed his predecessor's policy and
resisted their demands for the reimposition of higher agricul-
tural duties. The sympathies of Prince Bulow, who had
succeeded Prince Hohenlohe as Imperial Chancellor in 1900,
were with the landowning class. He professed his desire to
maintain the balance equitably, but from the nature of things
his task was a peculiarly difficult one. Germany's commerce,
trade, industry and population had been increasing at an
enormous rate. He now had to consider what should take
the place of Caprivi's commercial Treaties which were to
expire at the end of 1903. If high duties were to be placed
on agriculturalimports in favour of the Conservative Agrarians,
the industrialists and the left wing would complain of the
rise in the price of food. If the industrialists were favoured,
then the Agrarians, who maintained that Prussia, the pre-
dominant German State, was primarily agricultural, would
declare that they were being neglected. "When the time came
,the new duties, which were passed by a majority composed
of the Centre, the Conservative and the National Liberal
Parties, were indeed increased in the case of agricultural pro-
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